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OPPOSE STATE COST SHIFTS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
 
PROBLEM 
In order to achieve the shared goals of delivering the quality public services demanded by 
taxpayers without adding pressure to property taxes, counties and New York City rely on a 
strong and consistent fiscal partnership with the State. The State has often reneged on prior 
funding commitments, leaving local governments on the hook to continue providing state 
mandated services with less state funding. This has occurred across a vast array of programs, 
including public safety, health, human services, higher education, and so on. The failed funding 
commitments cost local taxpayers billions of dollars annually.   
 

2018-19 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
The Governor’s budget proposes numerous funding cuts that shift costs to counties and New 
York City. These cost shifts increase pressure on local taxes and hurt property taxpayers.  
 

COUNTY RECOMMENDATION 
NYSAC opposes the following costs shifts that place increasing pressure on local property taxes: 
 

• Child Welfare Block Grant for New York City ($17 million) – NYSAC opposes targeted cuts 
to NYC in child welfare programs. The Governor opposes federal proposals to block grant 
funding for critical health and human services programs. Counties agree. Block grant 
funding for child welfare is bad public policy and should be oppose by the Legislature. 

• Oppose: Elimination of State Funding for the NYC Close to Home Initiative ($41.2 million) – 
NYSAC finds this proposal troubling and urges the Legislature to reject it. Close to Home is 
the precursor to raising the age (RTA) of criminal responsibility. Under RTA there is a 
promise of 100 percent state funding support to cover local RTA costs. The Governor’s 
proposed funding cut creates a bad precedent for the state’s promise to fully fund all new 
costs related to RTA and will undermine its implementation. 

• Oppose: Public Health Grant Consolidations and Funding Cuts – Counties oppose the 
Governor’s proposal to combine dozens of separate public health programs into four grant 
programs, while also cutting overall funding for the combined programs by 20 percent. The 
Governor has opposed similar funding cuts at the federal level and we strongly urge the 
Legislature to reject this proposal. After years of funding cuts, the state needs to restore 
funding to bolster local public health department readiness and prevention activities.  

• Oppose the Authority to Withhold Homelessness Funds and Reimbursement to Counties – 
The Governor proposes to provide OTDA with the authority to withhold homelessness 
grants to social service districts that fail to develop and submit an approved homeless 
outreach plan, or to develop or submit homeless services outcome reports. Counties view 
this proposal as Executive overreach and it undermines decades of partnership between 
county social service districts and the state. Counties work to shelter the homeless 
population and prevent homelessness in the first instance. It is difficult to foster this 
relationship under the constant threat of withholding funds. Counties believe a more 
effective approach to combat homelessness is for the state to support “homelessness to 
permanency” efforts, not denying or withholding reimbursements. 

• Oppose Reimbursement Cuts for the Transfer of State Ready Inmates – The Executive 
Budget would eliminate reimbursement of local personal service costs for the transfer of 
state ready inmates, while retaining the reimbursement for related transportation costs. We 
ask the legislature to reject this proposal and recommend that the state transfer parole 
violators held in county jails to a state facility within ten days, and pay reimbursement to 
counties for any costs incurred for housing state parole violators after 10 days in a local jail. 

• Oppose the Elimination of Funding for Rural Transit Assistance – the State currently 
provides $4 million in rural transit assistance in recognition of the unintended consequences 
that certain Medicaid non-emergency transportation contracts have on rural transit systems. 
These transit systems play a vital role for many New Yorkers and are vital for low-income 
people that rely on mass transit options to get to work, school and medical appointments. 

 

For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org or  

call 518-465-1473 to speak to Dave Lucas, NYSAC Director of Finance and Intergovernmental Affairs. 


